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The Role of the Rulers of West Sudan in Civilizational
Communication with the Arab Islamic World: Mansa Musa
(712-738 AH/1312-1337 CE) as a Case Study

Abdal Khalag Ahmed Hameed

Nineveh Education Directorate
Abstract

Mansa Musa is considered one of the greatest rulers of West Sudan in general and
the Mali Empire in particular. He assumed power after a period of weakness and division,
restoring its prestige and status by eliminating his competitors and quelling the rebellions of
desert tribes. During his reign, which lasted from 1312 to 1337 CE, he was able to exert his
control over all the territories under his rule. He also established communication with Islamic
lands in the Maghreb, Egypt, and the Hijaz through visits and embassies, fostering
relationships with the rulers of those lands. Additionally, his pilgrimage to the Holy Mosque in
Mecca became a timeless event in Islamic history. He also brought skilled Arab engineers to
construct buildings in the Islamic-Arabesque style, such as the renowned Sankore Mosque,
which later became one of the largest universities in West Sudan.

Keywords: Mali, Mary Jatta, Hajj trip, Al-Tawijn, Al-Fayoumi, Sankari Mosque.
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