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The Political and Military Role of the Marinid Sultans in
Al-Andalus (668-869 AH/1269-1465 CE)

Mohammed Naif Mahmood Fathi
Ministry of Education — Nineveh Education Directorate

Abstract

The research aims to understand the political and military role of the Marinid sultans in
Al-Andalus. The research is divided into an introduction, five main points, and a conclusion. It
discusses the first crossing, which involved the conquest of the city of Sharish led by Prince
Abu Zayan Mandil in 673 AH/1274 CE, as well as military campaigns on other cities such as
Cordoba, Seville, Astigarraga, and Al-Wadi Al-Kabir led by Sultan Abu Youssef Yacoub (656-
684 AH/1258-1286 CE). It also covers the second crossing in 676 AH/1277 CE led by Sultan
Abu Youssef Yacoub, resulting in the control of Mount Sharaf and other fortresses such as
Qatitana, Jilyana, and Al-Qal'a. Additionally, the Sultan himself conducted military campaigns
in the same year on fortresses like Rota and Al-Zahra, as well as the cities of Cordoba and
Malaga. The third crossing addresses Sultan Abu Youssef Yacoub's crossing to the city of
Cordoba, Gijon, and the outskirts of Toledo in 681 AH/1282 CE. The fourth crossing in 684
AH/1285 CE involved a military campaign on the cities of Sharish, Seville, Qarmuna, and
Astigarraga during the reign of Sultan Marinid Abu Youssef Yacoub. The fifth and final
crossing involved a military campaign in 690 AH/1291 CE on the city of Sharish, which failed,
and the Marinid fleet was defeated during the reign of Sultan Youssef bin Yacoub (685-706
AH/1286-1306 CE). Additionally, Prince Abu Malik bin Abi Al-Hasan Al-Marinid reclaimed
Mount Fath and the city of Tarif in 733 AH/1333 CE, and in 741 AH/1340 CE from the
Castilians after they fell in 691 AH/1291 CE.

Keywords: The Marinid, the Castilians, Sherish
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